


UN-OHRLLS pursuant to its advocacy mandate on SKE38es and in the context of the



Challenge”. The theme aimed at striking a baldreteveen sustaining the development
of our marine resources with the interests of pxeg®mn and conservation. The

Communiqué of the meeting stated that Pacific tslegaders agreed that, as ‘Large
Ocean Island States’, Forum Island Countries haeading role to play in management
of the Pacific Ocean. The Communiqué also recaghithe Pacific Island Leaders’

aspirations to maximise sustainable economic retfion Forum Members from ocean

resources, including fisheries and seabed mindralscordance with the precautionary
approach of Rio Principle 15.

Land locked developing countries

Landlocked countries not only face the challengdistance, but also the challenges that
result from a dependence on passage through aesgwezountry, i.e., one which trade

from a landlocked country must pass in order tcessdnternational shipping markets.

Although there is a legal basis for rights of laudled developing countries to access to
and from the sea, as outlined in Article 125(1tha# United Nations Convention of the

Law Of the Sea (UNCLOS) (1982), in practice, thght of access must be agreed upon
with the transit neighbour (Article 125(2) and @)d is determined by the relationship
and cooperation between the countries concerned.

Of the 31 landlocked developing StdtdsLDCs) 18 have either ratified or acceded



poverty, substantially inflating transportation tosand lowering their effective
participation in international trade by LLDCs.

The key challenge for LLDCs with regard to the iempkntation of UNCLOS is how
both landlocked and transit developing countrid§l fthe obligations incumbent upon
State Parties under the Convention. In this end#avbe role of United Nations will be
critical in the monitoring of, collection of inforation on and reporting on State practice



